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1. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

13 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/NO 02/00497 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 



Description, Pages 

1,2,9 as originally filed 

3-8 received on 1 3.07.2004 with letter of 1 3.07.2004 
Claims, Numbers 

1-9 received on 15.12.2004 with letter of 15.12.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

1£-5y5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 
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Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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1 . The present invention is related to buffering between synchronous circuits 
communicating via a global synchronous bus in particular an arrangement for 
reducing the busload in a TDM bus system. 

The system improves connectivity between a local time division multiplexed 
(TDM) bus to which a number of loads are connected on a printed circuit board to 
a global TDM bus by the provision of a FIFO device connecting both busses 
through which time slots of data is being written in from the local or global TDM 

-data.bus.is being-written in and is being read out to tbeJocaLorxjIobal TDM data 

bus introducing a phase difference providing a total delay for any data traveling 
from a local TDM bus to the global TDM data bus and back to a local TDM data 
bus being equal to the duration of an integer number of data frames. 

2. The invention allows correct synchronization between a local TDM bus and a 
global TDM bus without loss of information due to architectural characteristics 
(architectures with large number of loads and having a plurality of transceivers on 
one circuit board connected through long connections to the same TDM bus 
connector). 

3. None of the prior art document appears to disclose the claimed invention. Best * 
prior art is EP-A-0 388 574 disclosing a plurality of stations connected between 
two counter flowing bus, each station comprising a buffer (FIFO) storing access 
local and external for a time slot requests (for data transmission) for compensating 
the propagation time differences existing for time slots between the several 
different stations. 
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